
 

Experiential Learning​

Home 
40-60-Minute Learning Experience 

After engaging your participants in these learning activities, watch one of the videos 
listed in the video viewing section below, together. Then use the applicable discussion 
and reflection questions for a final conversation and wrap-up to the program. 

Before beginning, check out our Facilitator’s Guide, which explains how to use this 
learning activity as a set induction prior to watching the video. 

Is “home” where you currently live or where you lived for the longest amount of time? Is 
“home” where your family originates from or is it where they put down the deepest 
roots? Can we hold multiple places as “home” at the same time? Can more than one 
family/community legitimately call the same place home? Participants will rely on their 
own emotions and experiences about being at home and being away from home in 
order to come to an understanding of how they perceive rights to a home and, in 
particular, a homeland. They will consider how identity and belonging impact our 
attitudes to “home.”  
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Activity (20-30 min) 
Supplies: Blank paper, pens/pencils; 15x18 Post-it Pad and markers; Home icon stickers or stickers 
shaped like houses. 

Belonging  

A.​ Give each person a blank piece of paper and a pen/pencil. 
B.​ Instruct the participants to take a moment and develop a list of all the groups or places 

they feel like they “belong” to (can be a group like a sports team or a place like a specific 
coffee house). (2 minutes) 

C.​ Divide them into groups of 3-4 people and give each group a blank paper. 
D.​ Together, they should compare their lists and develop a master list (no repeats) that 

represents their group. (5-7 minutes) 
E.​ Bring the whole group back together and have each group share one of the items on 

their list. As they do, write it in big in the center of a post-it (15x18 sheet of post it pad) 
and put a rectangle around it (leaving room in this rectangle where stickers will later be 
placed).   

F.​ Continue until you have no repeats and as many places of “belonging” as the group has 
come up with hanging on the wall. (5-7 minutes) 

G.​ Give each person a marker (not yellow) and have them go from sheet to sheet 
mind-mapping about that “belonging” – emotions, physical attributes, social 
characteristics, adjectives, etc. about that group or place. Tell them not to write inside 
the square. (2 minutes) 

H.​ Give each person three “home” stickers and instruct them to place the stickers inside the 
squares of the groups/places that feel the most like “home” to them when they read the 
descriptions on the sheets. (2 minutes) 

I.​ After everyone has finished, analyze and discuss: (8-12 minutes) 
a.​ Which groups/places got the most “home” stickers and what attributes did they have 

in common? 
b.​ How can a group or a place that isn’t home feel like home? What makes it that way? 
c.​ What is it about a sense of belonging (to a group or a place) that makes it feel like 

“home”? 
d.​ How important are the groups/places we consider to be “home” to ourselves and our 

identities? 
e.​ Ask a few participants to identify their top choices and ask them: what would it feel 

like if all of a sudden you were denied access to that group or place?  How would you 
react?  How would you go about establishing new groups/places that feel like home? 
What about the old group/place would you want to see replicated or re-developed? 

 These materials were developed by M²: The Institute for Experiential Jewish Education © 2020 Unpacked for Educators All Rights Reserved                   2 

https://tinyurl.com/walmart-1518PostItPad
https://tinyurl.com/Amazon-HomeStickers


 

Processing: Grade 8-Adult (10-15 min) 
●​ Ask participants to give general examples of reasons people live in a diaspora (forced to 

leave due to oppression, fled to leave danger, different opportunities for education or 
career, left to get away from famine or drought/climate disaster, met someone as a 
future partner and moved to be with them, etc.). 

●​ Ask participants to give some specific examples of peoples and why they are in diaspora 
(Native Americans kicked off of land, African-Americans forced into slavery, Armenians 
fleeing genocide, Indians leaving for economy/population/job access, Chechens fleeing 
war, New Orleanians post-Katrina, Jews over the years from Israel/Canaan). 

●​ Is anyone here a first generation person in diaspora? (meaning born in one place, but 
then moved to their current country)? Where is “home” for you? Why?  

●​ What feelings might people in diaspora have towards a homeland?  
●​ If a person lives more time in one place than another, should their connection to “home” 

be where they lived the longest? Why or why not? 
●​ Consider people being forced from a homeland. What might they feel towards the land 

itself vs. the leadership in that place? Do you think they would always want to return?  
Why or why not? 

●​ If you were a first generation person in diaspora and wanted to make sure your children 
and grandchildren had connections to your homeland, what might you do or say to 
ensure this? 

●​ Jewish people living outside of Israel are often called “Diaspora Jews.”  Do you feel a 
sense of “home” or “homeland” in Israel? Why or why not? 

●​ Due to diaspora, there might be a situation in which multiple peoples see a particular 
land as “home” even if they aren’t physically living there. How should it be determined 
who has ownership/rights to that land?  

Additional Processing: Grade 11-Adult 
●​ How might legal citizenship impact people’s association with “home”? 
●​ What role might freedom (of religion, sexuality, etc.) play in how someone feels about 

where “home” is? 
●​ If you have moved throughout your life, how do you talk about the different places you 

have lived? Which place(s) do you call “home”? Why? 
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Video Viewing and Post-Video Reflection (15-20 min) 
History of Hatikvah 

●​ Imagine that you are the president of a new country and are seeking the perfect national 
anthem to fit it. What elements, ideas and sentiments do you include? 

●​ What’s more important in a national anthem: that it includes all of its citizens, or that it 
embodies the spirit upon which the country was founded and that it strives to maintain? 

●​ As a Jew living outside of Israel, does “HaTikvah” have particular significance to you 
even though you do not live in Israel? If so, how? 

●​ In reflecting more on the words of “HaTikvah” and thinking more deeply about the way 
the anthem has penetrated the hearts and souls of Jewish people for over a century, in 
what ways do you identify with and internalize the lyrics and meaning of the anthem? 

 

Law of Return: Rescuing the Wandering Jew 
●​ In some ways, the stories of all these different operations are a source of tremendous 

Jewish and Israeli pride. What about these stories is so heroic and full of pride? 
●​ As Robert Frost said, “Home is the place where, when you have to go there, they have to 

take you in.” We see this acutely with how Israel engaged in daring missions to bring in 
Jews from around the world. In what ways do you view Israel as your home? Or do you 
feel distant to the idea of Israel as a home? 

●​ Israel is a country that was founded by European (Ashkenazi) Jewish leaders, but now, 
Ashkenazim represent fewer than 50% of Israeli Jews. Israel is also a country with an 
unparalleled diversity of Jews from vastly different cultures, communities and 
socio-economic statuses. If you could give advice to the leaders of Israel, what would 
you suggest as a way to unify these different peoples without stripping each community 
of its unique flavor and contribution? 
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What are the Israeli Settlements? 
●​ What about uniting Jerusalem and taking over the heartland of the land of Israel was so 

important that Israel could not give up that opportunity? 
●​ In the aftermath of the war, Arab leaders rejected suggested plans for dividing up the 

land. Why do you think this is? Where were they coming from? The Jews were more 
willing to compromise and take what they could get. Why do you think this is? Where 
were they coming from? How has this shaped the current geopolitical reality? 

●​ Prime Minister Levi Eshkol was reportedly convinced by Menachem Begin to fight for the 
Old City of Jerusalem. Begin said to him: “The Jordanian army is all but smashed, and 
our own army is at the city’s gates. Our soldiers are almost in sight of the Western Wall. 
How can we tell them not to reach it? We have in our hands a gift of history. Future 
generations will never forgive us if we do not seize it.” In reflecting on this more than 50 
years later, do you think Eshkol was swept up by the euphoria of the moment or do you 
think Eshkol made the rational and correct decision? 

 

The Jewish Connection to the Land 
●​ What has the area of Judea and Samaria meant to the Jewish people for the past 3,000 

years? How has Jewish tradition kept the dream of returning to the land alive during all 
this time? 

●​ Is it possible for two different peoples to feel a strong historical connection to the same 
place? How is this manifested in Israel? 

●​ Rabbi Tzvi Yehuda Kook, a key leader in the religious Zionist world, said in May 1967, 
right before the Six Day War.“Where is our Hebron — have we forgotten her?! Where is our 
Shechem, our Jericho — where? — Have we forgotten them? And all that lies beyond the 
Jordan — each and every clod of earth, every region, hill, valley, every plot of land, that is 
part of Eretz Israel — have we the right to give up even one grain of the Land of God?” 
One of the results of the Six Day War was that the Biblical cities mentioned by Rabbi 
Kook a month before the war broke out, were returned to the Jewish people. Do you 
agree or disagree with Rabbi Kook’s assessment that we deeply need Hebron, Shechem, 
Jericho, etc. to foster a deep connection to the “Land of God” as he calls it? 

●​ Based on what you learned in this video, do you understand why many Jews feel a 
strong attachment to Judea and Samaria? How would you articulate that connection? 
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Freeing Russian Jewry: The Refuseniks 
●​ The Pravda, the official USSR newspaper, wrote in 1948: “the State of Israel has nothing 

to do with the Jews of the Soviet Union, where there is no Jewish problem, and therefore 
no need for Israel.” Does a country needs to have a “Jewish problem” in order for its 
Jews to “need” Israel? In the 21st century, do you think Jews in the diaspora need Israel? 

●​ Why did the majority of Soviet Jews have their eyes set on Israel rather than America or 
another country? 

●​ What motivated Natan Sharansky to keep going through nine years of imprisonment and 
harsh physical and psychological conditions? Is there something you value so strongly 
that you can imagine standing up for in such an extreme way? 

●​ Jews around the world were united in this shared cause of freeing Soviet Jews. Can you 
think of a time when you experienced a strong sense of Jewish unity? Do you find that 
Jews unite only in times of crisis, or when things are going well, too? 

 

Why Trump Moved the US Embassy to Jerusalem 
●​ Although Israel does not have a constitution, it does have a list of basic laws. One of 

these is the Jerusalem Law of 1980, in which Israel declared “Jerusalem, complete and 
united, is the capital of Israel.” Considering that Israel already declared Jerusalem as its 
capital decades before the United States formally recognized this, why is it important to 
Israelis for the United States government to recognize this? 

●​ Every Passover, the Jewish people sing: “Next year in Jerusalem!” What does this 
age-old tradition mean to you? 

●​ Why do you think the Jewish people place such an emphasis on the city of Jerusalem? 
What have you learned about Jerusalem – religiously, spiritually, historically – and how 
do you relate to the modern city? 

●​ Imagine being a Jewish resident of Jerusalem. What does the embassy move mean to 
you? 
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